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DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL RESTORATION PROGRAM 

FINDINGS OF FACT AN0 DETERMINATION OF 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE RESPONSIBIL ITY  

FORT WADSWORTH, SPARTANSURG, S,C. 

P r o j e c t  No. I04SC003200 

FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. =is. 
for the main camp s i t e  of Camp Wadsworth. 
appear t h a t  t h e r e  are any problems a t  t he  R i f l e  and A r t i l l e r y  Range 20 
miles nor theas t  o f  t he  main camp, More detailed i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  by Real 
Estate,  SASRE-MC, may uncover s t r u c t u r e s  or p o t e n t i a l  areas where 
unexploded ordnance may e x i s t  in t h i s  very la rge,  remote a r t i l l e r y  range. 
T h e  camp conta ined mainly simple wooden b u i l d i n g s  or temporary wood and 
canvas s t ruc tu res ,  most o f  which have been torn down. A number o f  
Spartanburg City and County officials, l o c a l  h i s t o r i a n s ,  and former l an-  
downers were questioned; none knew o f  any s t ruc tu res ,  debr is ,  chemicals, o r  
unexploded ordinance l e f t  by DO0 t h a t  were causing a problem o r  were a 
po ten t  i a1 hazard . 

Based on in format ion now ava i lab le ,  no p r o j e c t  i s  proposed 
N o r ,  a t  t h  s time, i t  does no t  

2. Former DO0 I n t e r e s t .  Camp Wadsworth, located about 2-f rnlles west o f  
Spartanburg, was used as a World War E t r a i n i n g  camp from J u l y  6, 1917 when 
i t  was acquired f r o m  the Ci ty of Spartanburg u n t i l  i t  was closed on March 
25 ,  1919. No records o f  the t r a n s f e r  o f  lands,  t o  or f r o m  the U. S. 
Government, were f i l e d  w i t h  t he  Spartanburg County Reg is te r  o f  Mesne 
Conveyance, and the specific terms under which the lands were acquired and 
l a t e r  released are not  known, 

3.  DOD Usage. A number o f  maps and drawings were found which f i x  the camp 
boundaries and the layout o f  the camp, 
constructed as well as 10 l a r g e  store houses, a hospi ta l  u n i t  o f  65 
bu i l d ings ,  a remount s ta t i on ,  and s i x  large YMCA bu i l d ings .  The cantonment 
was arranged i n  rectangles o f  416 t e n t s  each. There were mess h a l l s ,  a 
church and library, a p o s t  of f i ce ,  and a f i e l d  bakery. Except f o r  t h e  
pos t  o f f i c e  and bakery t h e  b u i l d i n g s  were made f r o m  lumber. A r i f l e  and 
a r t i l l e r y  range was located about 20 miles north&& o f  the  main camp, 
about three miles west o f  the Town o f  tandrum, South Caro l ina,  
types of ordnance employed on this roughly 2 mile by 7 m i l e  mountain#ous 
area i s  no t  known. 

I n  a l l ,  915 b u i l d i n g s  were 

The exact  

4. 
land and b u i l d i n g s  were acquired by Frank and Sue Hodges, whose p r o p e r t i e s  

Post-DOD Ownership History. Af te r  the  closure of Camp Wadsworth, t he  

had been leased t o  form a m a j o r  portjon o f  the camp. - M r ,  Hodges then sold 
most o f  the land and bui ld ings ,  Today the land i s  occupied by p o r t i o n s  of 
1-26 and Highway 29, the Westgate Shopping Center, o ther  c m e r c i a l  deve- 
lopment, and residential housing. The f e w  warehouses and other s t r u c t u r e s  
that  remain have been used for many years f o r  c m e r c i a l  or other purposes. 
Most of the b u i l d i n g s  were t o r n  down or removed. 



5. Extenuat ing Circumstances and Other Considerations. A number o f  sour- 
ces were checked tor t h e  acquisition and disposal  records for Camp 
Wadsworth, b u t  a t  t h e  time of report prepara t ion  they had not been located. 
Additional leads are being pursued by SASRE-MC, whose findlngs will be f o r -  
warded. ME i s  checking their f i l e s  and the Nat iona l  Archives. Mr. Frank 
Hodges o f  Spartanburg ( the son o f  the o r i g i n a l  property owner) i s  very 
f a m i l i a r  w i t h  the land and had worked w i t h  h i s  father i n  i t s  sale and 
development after World War 1. 
contacted knew o f  any structures t h a t  could be considered problems, except 
poss ib ly  2 remaining warehouses t h a t  have been used comnercially for  many 
years. Because o f  this ''benef fc ial  use," these warehouses would n o t  
q u a l i f y  for the DERP. Nor d i d  anyone know o f  any chemical or unexploded 
ordnance problems 

N e i t h e r  he n o r  any o f  the o the r  persons 

DETERMINATION 

Based on the foregoing findings o f  f a c t ,  the present c o n d i t i o n  of the 
former Camp Wadsworth area, as described above, has been determined not t o  
be the result of a prior DO0 ownership, utilization, or activity i n  connec- 
t i o n  therewith. Rather, t h e  present condi t ion  i s  the  result o f  65 years 
use by others a f t e r  DO0 disposed o f  the property.  Moreover, i t  i s  deter- 
mined t h a t  dri envir*l-8mnental restoration p r o j e c t  i s  not an appropriate 
undertaking within the purv iew o f  the Defense Environmental Restoration 
Program f o r  the reasons stated above. 
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SITE SURVEY SUmARY SHEET 

FOR 

PROJECT NO. 104SC003200 

SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROL1 NA 

SITE NAME: Camp ( F o r t )  Wadsworth 

LOCATION: Spartanburg, South Carol i n a  

DESCRIPTION OF PROBLEM: 
w i t h  former DO0 s t r u c t u r e s ,  substances, or conditions left at t h e  s i t e  t h a t  
qualify for the DERP, 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  t o  date  have uncovered no problems 

S I T E  HISTORY: The site was used as a cantonment area from 1917 t o  1919, t o  
train U. S .  Army troops for World War I. A roughly 2 mile by 7 mi le  R i f l e  
and Artillery Range was located about 20 miles northwest o f  the main camp. 
Control and ownership o f  the property was returned t o  local landowners 
a f te r  the War. 

AVAILABLE STUDIES AHD REPORTS: Official records o f  property transfer to 
and from the U.S, Government have n o t  been found; however, OCE is searching 
f o r  these documents, and, i f  found, they will  be sent  t o  SASRE-MC. Infor- 
mation acquired t o  date i s  from local  and regional libraries, h i s t o r i e s ,  
and p u b l i c  officials, and landowners, The Spartanburg County Library i s  
t h e  single best  local source, 

CATEGORY OF HAZARD: None 

BASIS FOR DETERMINATION OF DOD RESPONSIBIL ITY:  The few items located as 
p a r t  o f  t h i s  survey have Teen used f o r  many years as homes or warehouses 
and do not qualify for DERP due t o  t h e  "benef ic ia l  use'' restriction, 

POC/DISTRICT:  Steve Morrison (FTS 677-4614) Charleston 

STATUS: The s i t e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  h e a v i l y  developed f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  housing, 
shopping centers ,  and other c m e r c e .  

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED REMEOIAL ACTION CONTRACT: No a c t i o n  proposed. 
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